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‘More Passenger Trains, Offline Booking Soon’

As of Thursday, 101 trains available on the website of Railways' ticketing unit IRCTC

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Railway minister Piy-
ush Goyal on Thursday said that
the national transporter is set to
operate more passenger trains in a
step towards normalcy, as the co-
untry battles Covid19.

“Ithink it is time o take the count-
ry towardsnormaley” Goyalsaidin

ani with BJP's National
spokesperson Sambit Patra “In
ed Raj

next two to three days, Goyal said.
“Wearetrying toformulates proto-

thisdirection, ajd-
‘hani trains, and June1: onwards, we
will have 200 trains run across the
country” Goyal said. In a few days,
we will also allow more trains to
operate, all shops at stauons w111 al-
soopen.” led. Of

tations are
ot crowded,” hesaid.

“Shramik’ special trains to trans-
port stranded migrants back home
began operating from May 1, while
15 pairs of special Rajdhani trains

i May 12

atticketing counters at railway sta-
tions will also be facilitated in the

y12.
Going forward, 200 air-conditio-
ned and non-air conditioned trains

arealsotorundaily Junelonwards,
thebookingfor which began Thurs-
day morning. “Around four to five
lakh people have already booked
tickets on these trains,” Goyal said.

Asof 4pm Thursday, 101 trains we-
re available on Indian Railways'
ticketingarm IRCTC's website, and
2,37,751 tickets had been booked for
5,51,724 passengers, as per arailway
ministry spokesperson.

NK SINGH-LED 15TH FINANCE COMMISSION

‘Leave Deficit Monetisation to RBI’

Allowing states to borrow up to 5% of GSDP ends asymmetry with Centre on level of borrowing: Singh

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The chairman of the
Fifteenth Finance Commission, NK
Singh, said on Thursday the issue of
monetisation of fiscal deficit sho-
uld be left to the judgement of the
Reserve Bank of India, the govern-
ment’s principal debt manager.
central bank can consult the
government on this, Singh said.
The Centre’s decision allowing sta-
tes to borrow up to 5% of gross state
domestic product ends the asym-
metry between the Centreand states
onthelevel of borrowing, he sai
"RBlistheprincipal debtmanager
to the government .... It (option to
monetisegovernment'sdeficit)sho-
uld be left to the RBI's judgement to
in consultation with the govern-
ment," Singh told ET. There is no
need tosecond guess this, he added.
There have been demands that the
government provide a large fiscal
stimulus through monetisation of
the deficit. “We should not foreclose
any option. All options should be
opentothesovereign in consultation
with RBL” Singh had said earlier, in-
teracting with reporters over a vide-
oconference after a meeting of the

Centre, States | Downward
need to make | pressure on
substantive economic
expenditures | activity to
to tackle impact debt-
Covid19 to-GDP ratio

Need to re-look definition of

debt, deficits

Too early to assess magnitude

n: ANIRBAN BORA

committee on fiscal consolidation
andhealthsetup by the commission.

The committee noted that both
union and state governments will
have to make substantive expendi-
tures to tackle the unprecedented
situation caused by Covid-19.

Most experts have said the 220
1akh crore stimulus by the govern-
‘ment had only about 22 lakh crore
support from the budget and was
notenough torevive demand.

The government had earlier this

month raised the FY21 gross mar-
ket borrowing target to%12lakh cro-
re from7.8lakh crore estimated in
the Budget presented in February,
on the back of the pandemic that
has hurt government revenues.

ONGROW

Singh said there would be a lag in
recent reforms  reflecting on
growth and that the fiscal consoli-
dation committee differed in opi-
nion over the recovery in India's

HEALTH IN FOCUS
Health panel for
enhancing supply
of medical pros .
Focus on tech to
address deficit

in states
Bats for wider

growth — whether it would be V-
shaped, U-shaped or L-shaped —
after this crisis. He said the com-
mittee members were of the view
that thenominal GDP could either
shrink around 0.6% or grow up to
1% in the current fiscal, before ac-
cclcratmgw4 5% next ye:

ingh said India Would have to
achieve GDP growth of over8% in
the medium term to sustainably
manage the high debt burden ari-
singout of increased expenditure

dueto the pandemic.

STATES' BORROWING

The Centre has allowed states to
borrow upto5% of GSDP from 3%
earlier, but beyond 3.5% the hig-
herlimit s tied to reforms such as
implementing the one nation-one
ration card project. “The reform
corrects the asymmetry” he said
adding that states were not obli-
ged to borrow more. *...they have
tostick to 3% according to Article
293. Now states have flexibility to
borrow 0.5% more (without furt-
her conditions); earlier this flexi-
bility was conditional too," he sa
id. However, he said the difficult
jobwouldbe'thepathof returntoa
sustainable debt trajectory. "Ttwill
bechallenging,” hesaid.

HEALTHMATTERS

Singh said the panel on health is-
sue suggested steps to increase
supply of medical professionals,
particularly in the deficient sta-
tes, and use of technology to brid-
ge the gap. The panel, he said, sug-
gested measures like allowing fi-
nal year MBBS students or para-
medics in their final years to join
the professional fray.

Mlgratory Attack
Asmalllocustswarm
eatsasmuchas 10
elephants, 25 camels
or 2,500 people

In2019-20 cropseason,
around 375,000
hectares across

Rajasthan, Punjab,
Gujarat, Haryana
sufferedsevere

Asian countriesare %\
deliberatingonaroadmap

diopaieicogtauac

Locusts from Pak
Threaten Standing
Crops on 2L Hectare

SEEKING HELP Worst-affected Rajasthan seeks
drones and helicopters for spraying pesticides

Rituraj.Tiwari@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Locust swarms from
Pakistan have entered Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana and Madhya Pra-
desh threatening major damage to
standing cotton crops and vegetab-
les over more than 200,000 hectare.
These states have sought immedia-
tehelpfrom the Centre.

Rajasthan, which is the most affec-
ted with 16 out of 33 districts batt-
ling intense locust attack, has asked
the Centre to provide more spray ve-
hicles, drones and helicopters for
spraying pesticides. In Madhya Pra-
desh, 15 districts are likely to be af-
fected while districts bordering Ra-
Jjasthan have been put on high alert
in Haryana and Punjab.

Rajasthan chief minister Ashok
Gehlot has written to PM Narend-
raModi seeking immediate help.

“Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tionof the United Nations has war-
ned of a large-scale locust outbre-
ak this year and the impact will be
2-3 times higher than that of the
previous year. We have floated ten-
der for drones, which can spray
pesticides to areas which are inac-
cessible by vehicles,” said Rajast-
han agriculture minister Lal
Chand Kataria.

The central government is coor-
dinating with states to control lo-
cust attack before the kharif so-
wingbegins in June.
“Currently,cotton is planted inma-
jorareas. Oncethekharif sowingta-
kesoft, therisk will intensify. Weha-
ve so far controlled attack of locust
across 14,299 hectare at 150 places in
districts of Punjab
and Rajasthan. Now
the latest attack has
givenus moretowor-
1y.” said a senior ag-
riculture  depart-
mentofficial.

oo oare He said the locust
Ocganization army has swarmed
ofoNha ™ Indian territory car-
Warnedofa lier than scheduled.
large-scale The Locust Control
locu Organisation has de-
outbreakthis ployed 50 spray vehi-
vear clestogetridofthelo-

ricttheir spread. “Generally, locust
army enters the desert of India
from Pakistan during Juneand Ju-
Iy. But this time, they were first lo-
cated on April 11 in Rajasthan,” he
said. The government regularly
coordinates with South-West Asi-
an countries like Afghanistan,
Iran and Pakistan where locust at-
tacks area common phenomenon.

MNRE may Hold Auctions only

Rates Under Safe Harbour

| Anti-

for ‘RTC and Hybrid Projects

=

Decision likely to
make it even more
competitive against
thermal plants

Kaavya.Chandrasekaran
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The government may
now hold renewable energy auc-
tions only for round-the-clock and
‘hybrid projects, a move seen redu-
cing the problem of intermittent
supply and making clean power
more competitive against traditio-
nal thermal plants.

“We may not do plain solar and
plain wind tenders in the future. It
is our plan to do only RTC and hy-
brid tenders. Like we have proved
with the RTC tender, in the future
itwill beabusiness casefor everyo-
ne (industry),” an official of the
ministry of new and renewable
energy (MNRE) told ET.

Power supply from solar and

w‘nds of Change

tofocuson | Move to
round the-clock & ( ensure regular
hybrid projects | suppl

Malke clean power
more competitive
‘against traditional
thermal plants

Developers say
incorporating
storage will
increase cost

wind projects is inherently inter-
mittent because both sources are
not available all the time—while
sunlight is available only for a few

afirstof-its-kind 400 MW RTC ten-
der, where the levelised winning
tariff emerged at 23.60 per unit.
Thermal power sector executives
said this could be a serious threat
to the dominance of coal-based po-
wer generation in the country.

The ministry also conducted an
auction in January for a 1200 MW
solar-wind (hybrid) storage pro-
ject with assured peak power: De-
velopers were asked to provide six
hours of stored power. For six ho-
ursaday, they would have to provi-
de power even when their plants
werenot generatingit. “Theleveli-
sedtariff cameto.4. We wereexci-
ted, it was a good beginning,” the
person said, requesting not to be
named. “Since we are commg out

arying intensity, wind
velocity keeps chan;

Green energy developers inIndia
have been supplying whatever po-
werthey generaterightaway tothe
grid, and since most have not in-
vested in storage facility, supply is
intermittent. Continuous supply
requires setting up of storage bat-
teries, whichmayalsoincrease the
tariff. Last week, MNRE auctioned

withsuch n,we
are expecting that a good markct
will be created for storage. This
will reduce the tariff further,” the
person cited earlier said. Develo-
pers feel that although storage is
needed in order to balance genera-
tion, askingall developers to gene-

Framework Unchanged

OurBureau

New Delhi: India has kept the
rates under the safe harbour
framework unchanged for the
assessment year 2020-21, tur-
ning down plea for a reduction
by industry hit hard by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

As per the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) notifica-
tion on May 20, safe harbour ru-
les issued back in 2017 will con-
tinue for the ongoing assess-
ment yearas well.

“Theserules maybecalled the
Income Tax (9th Amendment)
Rules, 2020... They shall come
into force and shall be deemed
tohavecome intoforcefrom the
1stdayof April,2020," the board
said. Accordingly, margins
thatwere put into effect in 2017,
will continue for the assess-
ment year of 2020-21.

Status Quo

CBDT notifies | Rates for
Safe Harbour ~* previous AYs

Rules to continue
—_—
Extension L Benefit for
only forone ~ MNCsin IT. [Tes,
year KPO sectars

Applications to
bein by October @
-end 2020 r ‘

[0

'o

A5

will be applicable on transac.
tions limited to ¥200 crore in
software development servi-
ces, information_technology-
enabled services (ITeS), know-
ledge processing outsourcing
(KPO), contract research and
development _services inclu-
ding those relating to generic

rugs.
Safe harbour margms for
transactions involving softwa-
re development services and
ITeS, the rate will remain at
18%. For contract research and
development services relating
to generic pharmaceutical
drugs, the rate will remain at
24%.

rate power round the clock might
not be feasible because of fluctua-
tingload patterns.

PSBs Get 3 Months to
Build PCGS 2.0 Portfolio

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Public sector banks
have three months to build up the-
ir portfolios to be eligible for the
extended Partial Credit Guaran-
tee Scheme (PCGS2.0), which will
be based on actual amounts dis-
bursed within this period, accor-

ding t released by the
finance ministry on Thursday.
Finance minister Nirmala Sit-

banks can purchase pooled assets
rated BBB-+ orabove and bonds or

M Emaar MGF Told to Pass
0OnGST Benefits to Buyers
NEW DELHI The Nat
Profiteering Authority has ordered
Emaar MGF toreduce the price of
apartments at one of its projects in
Gurgaon, after the watchdog found that the
real estate company had not passed on input
tax creditsto the buyers. The company hasto
reduce the price soas topasson¥13.35 crore
of input tax credit it received, along with
interest, to 1,239 flat buyers at Emerald Floors
Premier, as per the order. “The respondent has
denied benefit of input tax credit (ITC) to
buyersof the flats being constructed by him, in
contravention of the provisions and has thus
resorted to profiteering,” the authority has
said inits order dated March 15. The order was
uploaded onits website on Thursday.
M Fruit, Veggie Exports Fall
70% During Lockdown
NEW DELHI Fruit and vegetable
exports from India have seen afall
of approximately 70%since the
lockdown began, said exporters
and government officials. They attribute it to
the high freight charges by airlines which has
increased by as much as 166% to 250 akg.
March to May is the peak season for export of
fruitand vegetable. The average export was 4
lakhtonne amonthin the previous year and
now only 30%of that is happening said an
official from Agricultural and Processed Food
Products Export Development Authority.
M ‘NoRestrictions on Using
Addl Borrowing by States’
NEW DELHI The Centre has not
imposed any restrictions on states
for utilisation of additional borro-
wingof 2%and they are free to
spend as per their requirements,asenior
finance ministry official has said. Itis tobe
noted that the basic limit of 3 i on-
ditional, while only additional 1% out of the 2%
islinked tocitizen-centric reforms, the official
said. FM 1
thison Sunday had said an increase in borro-
wing limits will be subject tostates taking
citizen centric reforms, aimed atimproving
quality of service delivery to the public.

haraman extension of
the scheme as part of the govern-
ment’sRs20lakh crore Atmanirb-
har package. It was cleared by the
Cabineton Wednesday.

Under the scheme, public sector

mmercial paper (CPs) rated AA
and below based on ratings on the
date of the transaction. However,
pooled debt _instruments and
bonds and CPs issued in the se-
condary marketsarenot covered.

GASRTU

ASRTU BHAWAN, PLOT NO.4-A, PSP Block|

WIPRO LIMITED

Tomato in Delhi Plunges

toXI-2akyg,

Onionto%8

Traders cite weak demand strong supply in harvest season

Madhvi.sally
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Tomato prices
have crashed toz1-2 perkg
whileonions have fallen to
aboutz8 perkg in Delhi’s
wholesale market because
of weak demand and strong
supply in the harvest sea-
son, which will keep prices
low, traders said. Direct
purchases from farmers
havealso hit wholesalers.
Tomato traded at ¥8-10 two
week ago, said Subhah
Chugh, president, Tomato
and Vegetable Traders
Association, Azadpur
mandi

neighbouringstatesand
poor demand from hotels,

50-300 kgaday had fallen
50%-60%.

more than15-20 lakh stu-
denthave gone back homes,

traderssaid.

(] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [

-Tender Notice

nder No. malwweuasmew
h-ll/WT-01 (open) e-ender(open) ar
it on el f e Prosdonof
with folowing details. (1) Name of
work with its location : Composte work
(Cvi, Electical & Mechanical) involving
consiruction of industrial_shed with
Pre-Engineered Building(PEB). Inspection
Pit, Electic Sub Station (ESS), Track
works, Electrification and  illumination

Pkt14, Sec.8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110 077
Ph.011.43294294 Extn 4011414420
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BID

NIT NO. 1/2020 - 256" SC (S&C)

oz o @canm Bank

DITWING, 14, G ROAD BENGALURY - 560 001

Registered Office: Doddakannell,

Sarjapur Road, Bengaluru - 560 035.
Tel:+91-80-2844 0011, Fax:+91-80-2844 0054
CIN: L32102KA1945PLC020800

e ooy ATt Visit www.asrtu.org or
www.tenderwizard.com/ASRTU

for more details of Tender Notice

DEPUTY GENERAL NANAGER
gy [ FERTILISERS AND CHEWICALS TRAVANCORE LIVITED]
(A Government of India Enterprise) Regd. Office: Eloor
Corporate Matena\s PD Administration Building, Udyogamandal, Kochi, Kerala,
India - 683 501, Tel: 0091 484 2568233 / 2568267, Fax: 00 91 484 2545172
Email: kennedy@factitd.com; sreejith@factltd.com. website: www.fact.co.in
TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF AMMONIUM PHOSPHATE
SULPHATE 20:20:0:13 AS PER INDIAN FCO
Enquiry No. MAT-RM-APS-11-2020 dated 22/05/2020
FACT requires one shipment of 25000 MT +/-10% of Ammonium
Phosphate Sulphate Complex Fertiliser 20:20:0:13 for arrival at
Visakhapatnam port during 15th -30th Jun 2020.
Offers are invited from interested Manufactures/Traders who may visit
our website http://www.fact.co.in for details. Any change/extensions to
this tender will be informed only through our website and will not be
published in newspapers.
Due date / Time for submission of Bids: 01/06/2020 - 14.00 Hrs IST.
Deputy General Manager (Corporate Materials)

works,

Onion prices h:
in the past two to three
weeks, said Ram Baran of
ShriRam Trading Compa-
ny in Azadpur mandi. He
said traders could only sell
the daily arrivals in
themandi. “Hotels, restau-
rantsand institutions are

restaurants, hostels, cante-  notfully operational.
enandbanquet hallswhich ~ Consumer buymg isalso
account for over 50% of the  less,” hes:

buyersare the major rea- Teaders werealso losing
sons,” Chughsaid. Demand ~ out wholesale buyers in
from hotels, whichbought  Uttar Pradesh who have

started directly buying

hy ing
states, said Moti Lal of PM

from h

onion consumption at
tel

nion tr

& Plar
and other associated Civi, Electrical &
Mechanical works i connection with
ugrenaton of POH capacy o LH

Kharagpur workshop (Phase-
i yohedoieh Raiway.
(2) Approximate cost of the work : R.
B 37 13281433 Emrmnt ey io be
8,600/-

24.06.2020 at 13.00 Hrs. (5) Website
particulars and notice board location,

THE FERTILISERS AND CHEMICALS TRAVANCORE LIMITED|
(A Government of India Enterprise) Regd. Offce: Eloor
Corporate_Materials, FACT-PD Admn Building, Udyogamandal-683 501, Kochi
Kerala, India. Phone: +91-0484-2568233/2568623, Fax: +91-484-2545172
E-mail: kennedy@faciitd.com; manju@factitd.com website: www.fact.co.in

PRE-QUALIFICATION CUM SUPPLY OF HDPE BAGS
FOR PACKING FACTAMFOS
TENDER No. MAT-RM-99722 H dated 22.05.2020
Online bids are invited from experienced parties for Pre-qualification

seen and downloaded : Tender can only
be da_wn \Dadeq and Blﬂd_ed from IREPS

website: any other
information please contact office of Chief|

Railways, Chamber Bhawan, 4th floor
(Engg. Dept), J.C. Road, Patna 800001,
/Patna

CAO/ WP,
PRI0178/WPO/Engg./T/20-21/40

0.00 lakh HDPE bags for packing Factamfos.

Interested bidders may visit Central Public Procurement Portal (CPP
Portal) for tender details. Any updates/extension of due date will be
published in the CPP portal only. Tender documents are also available in
our website at http://www.fact.co.in.

Last date/time for submission of bids: 01.06.2020/2.00 p.m.

TENDER NOTICE A[Tender 210502020/ 1100 Hrs Email: corp-secretarial@wipro.com
CanaraBankinvies RFPor o Website: www.wipro.com
Instaltion, Implementation, B Fendes Foms NOTICE
mlmmhnrmm ?;n" C[Tender Closing ~ [23/062020| 1100 Hrs (For of Equity Wipro Limited)
Banking Solution” Date (CAT-1
& submission) In order to send annual reports, notices and other
itpdwwwcanarabank comienglishiannoun | D Tender Ciosing | 23106/2020] 700 Hr communications/benefits to shareholders in electronic form,
somentsfensers 2y we request the Members of Wipro Limited ("Company”), who
chp pora | lsubmission) have not yet registered their email address or bank account
hitps:lleprocure. govinepublishiapp Cost of Tender form including details, to register the same in respect of shares held in

electronic form with the Depository through their Depository
Participant(s) and in respect of shares held in physical form
by writing to the Company's Registrar and Share Transfer
Agent, KFin Technologies Private Limited, Selenium, Plot 31 &
32, Gachibowli Financial District, Nankramguda, Hyderabad
500 032.

Pursuant to the General Circular No. 20/2020 dated May 5,
2020 issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, the Company
has enabled a process for the limited purpose of receiving the
Company's annual report and notice of the Annual General
Meeting (including remote e-voting instructions) electronically and
the member may temporarily update their email address by
accessing the ink port

For WIPRO LIMITED
M Sanaulla Khan
Company Secretary

Date: May 21, 2020
Place: Bengaluru

#fmum déoaea fafies BEML LIMITED b@’
(Gowt. of India Schedule A’ Company,
am under Ministry of Defence)
e e ‘www.bemlindia.in —

Registered office: BEML SOUDHA, #23/1, 4th Main, S.R Nagar,
Bangalore-560027

INVITATION FOR PARTICIPATING IN
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
BEML has invited Eol for Manufacturing, Partnerships
under "Make in India' policy for Atmanirbharta (self-
reliance) through Indigenization for its Business verticals:

Defence & Aerospace, Mining & Construction and Rail &
Metro.

For details, interested parties may refer BEML website
lindia.i and submit
their proposal on or before 22.06.2020, Time:2.00 PM.

Eol Ref. CPC/VDS/JV/MII2020-21 Date: 06.05.202y

Deputy General Manager
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Are climate change and extreme weather
events like Cyclone Amphan linked?

m Yes, scientists say there is a clear
link. Hurricanes, cyclones and other
tropical storms draw their energy
from warm water; and many stretches
of ocean are now exceptionally warm.
One reason for the rapid intensifica-
tion of Cyclone Amphan was the
warmth of the Bay of Bengal. Also
warmer air holds more moisture, so
storms carry more rain.

the storm surge.

How will Cyclone Amphan impact the
mangroves and life of the Sundarbans?
m Mangroves are resilient; they are well
adapted to cyclones —indeed they play a
very important role in protecting the in-
terior. The impact on the wildlife of the
Sundarbans is a different matter. If the
storm surge is 30 feet in height, then all
theland and most of the trees will be sub-
‘merged. Tigers may be able to save them-
selves by climbing up the tallest trees —
but that will not be an option for the deer:
However, it’s the people who live in
the Sundarbans who will suffer the
most. Their villages will be inundated,
their dwellings swept away. There will
be extensive damage to the embank-
ments that protect the interiors of the
islands. Arable land will be swamped
with salt water and won’t be cultivable
for years. Freshwater ponds will also
be flooded with sea water. Many fisher-
men will lose their boats and nets.
This time, with the cyclone arriving
during a pandemic, evacuations them:
selves may have adverse consequences
—it’s almost impossi-
ble to carry out large-
scale evacuations while
observing social dis-

“yelone Amphan wreaked havoc across eastern India,

£ Amitav Ghosh, renowned author, anthropologist and an
authority on climate change, spoke to Srijana Mitra Das at
Times Evoke, on the impact and implications of Amphan
and what Cyclone Amphan and Covid-19 have in common:

word ‘cyclone’, lived in what was then
Calcutta. He was one of the first scien-
tists to investigate the phenomenon of

We can only hope that Cyclone Am-
phan’s impacts are not like those of the
cyclone that struck Kolkata in October

‘THE EYE OF THE STORM: Cyclone Amphan
has torn through the eastern coast

1737. In my novel “The Hungry Tide’, Nir-
mal,a schoolmaster, describes this cy-
clone: “In Kolkata tens of thousands
of dwellings fell instantly to the
ground... They say that there was not
abuilding in the city that wasleft with
four walls intact. Bridges were blown
away, wharves were carried off by the
surging waters, go-
downs were emptied
of theirrice and even
the gunpowder in the

‘Over-consumption underlies
Cyclone Amphan and Covid-19’

Mumbai was hit by very destructive
storms in 1618 (when a fifth of the popula-
tion was killed), 1740, 1783, 1837 and 1854.

Then, there was a lull, ending in
1998 — between then and 2001, three
cyclones have hit to the north of Mum-
bai, claiming over 17,000 lives. There’s
been a big uptick in cyclonic activity
in the Arabian Sea — this is one of the
predicted effects of climate change. It
is increasingly likely that Mumbai will
be hit by a major storm in the years to
come. I have written about this in ‘The
Great Derangement’.

‘STORM BREEDER: A 19" century
engraving shows a cyclone
battering Kol

tancing. Nor will it be

TiMeS
possible to maintain

social distancing in

crowded cyclone shelters. On topof that,
an untold number of people — many
already suffering from the effects of the
lockdown — will lose their livelihoods.
A good number of the migrant workers
walking back to Bengal are from the
Sundarbans. They will arrive to find
further devastation. It will bea humani-
tarian disaster of epic proportions.

tered by the wind. On
the river there were
‘many ships at anchor, large and small...
mong them there were two English
ships, of five hundred tons each. The
wind picked them up and carried them
over the tops of trees and houses, it
threw them down a quarter of a mile
from the river. People saw huge barges
fluttering in the air like paper Kites...”
The disparity in cyclonic activity be-

known as a ‘storm breeder’

Why is India’s eastern coast so vulner-
able to such cyclonic activity?
= The Bay of Bengal has long been

Henry Piddington, who coined the

tween the Bay of Bengaland the Arabian
Sea is partly the result of a historical
anomaly Starting in the late 19th century,
there was a decline in cyclonicactivity in

the Arabian Sea— but before that, India’s
‘west coast had been hit by many cyclones.

indeed,

was scat-

ic. Do you see
alink between the Covid-19 situation and
Cyclone Amphan?
m There is no direct causal link — but
these phenomena are cognate in the
sense that they are all products of the
tremendous acceleration that occurred
over the last 30 years, a period in \Vhlch

After 2,050 Shramik trips, 30%
of migrants managed to leave

Railways Ready To Run 300-350 Trains A Day Till Needed
LONG WAIT TO RETURN HOME

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Even as Indian
Railways has moved over 30
lakh stranded migrant work-
ers, students and tourists by
2 050 Shramik Special tram:,

cate a large number i st
waiting for trains or buses to
return home. Across Maha-
rashtra, Delhi, Karnataka,
Haryana and Punjab not more
than30% have returned home,
data compiled by TOI suggest.
Sources said though rail-
‘ways had worked out a ballpark
figure of about30lakhstranded
‘migrants who needed trains to
return to their home states,
now it seems the numbers are
higher and the national trans-
porter is ready to run 300 to 350
Shramik Special trains per day
till there is demand. Railway
minister Piyush Goyal said
over 50% Shramik Specials
(1,054) had reached UP and over
25% (562) terminated in Bihar:
Goyal said Gujarat had sent

lo of migrants registered No of migrants who
State tD go home (in lakh) have left (in lakhs)
Haryana | 1093 M 2.08
Punjab [ IETAT] [ 2.7 by trains
T | [ 5 b tains
Karnataka [ 7.83 1.6 by trains
Himachal ] 0.9 Jos2
pelhi [ loss
Goa 085 fues iy 20 | 1028

Rly booking counters
open from today

Signalling areturnto
pre-lockdown normalcy,
the railway ministry said all
reservation counters will be
openedacross the country
from Friday. Railway minister
Piyush Goyal said there was
brisk booking of tickets for
200 new trains soon after
IRCTC opened ts window
onThursday. T

636 Shramik Specials, which
was the maximum among all
sending states, while lauding
UPand Gujarat chief ministers.
He alleged that some states, in-
cluding West Bengal, Rajasthan
and Jharkhand, were not coop-

trains to return to their native
place. According to sources in
Mumbai police, more than 2
lakhoutof the3 5lakhmigrants
registered with them had left
the city in such trains, indicat-
ing a large number from other
centres in the state were still
iti ir turn.

erating in accelerating mi-
through trains.
Details from

In the case of Karnataka,
nearly 7.88 lakh stranded mi-
grants have registered and till
Wednesday nearly1.6lakh had
gone back by the special
trains. However, there are also
indications that a section of
theregistered people may stay
backas construction work has

nearly

show that nearly 5 lakh out of
the 20 lakh stranded migrants
registeredwith thestateauthor-
ities had taken these special

4 Iakh strandcd migrants who
want to go back home, but
around 65,000 had been able to
leaveas of Wednesday.

resumed,

(With inputs from Rakcsh
Prakash in Bengaluru, Man-
than Mehta in Mumbai & Ash-
ish Mehta from Jaipur)

20L migrants return to UP, 10L more expected
Mortality rate in India is 3%, global 6.6%

Neha.Lalchandani
@timesgroup.com
Lucknow: Over 20 lakh mi-
grant workers have so far re-
turned to U almost double of
what the government was ini-
tially expecting, according to
figures available with the ad-
ministration till Thursday. In
thenextwdays another10lakh

»Continued from page 1

id-19 deathsi

from1,0750n April 30to

3,4350n Thursday. The case mortality ratein India s 3.06%,
which compares favourably with the global rate of 6.65%, the

ministrysaid.und

the need for timely

andpro

the

toreturn.

With nearly 2.6% of symp-
tomatic migrants who have
been tested turning Covid19
positive, districts where a large
number of people have return-
ed are proving to be a cause of
worry for the

keep
mortahly ra(e low. Officials saldthe low case fatality among
the

younger peopl fthat mo:

tofthem

infection. Then

climbedto1,12,359 wnh 132 deaths and 5,609 casesadded inthe

last24 hours till8am on Thursday.

Atotal of 45,299 patients have

farand 3,002 peop!
the ministry said.

the last24 hours,

is40.32%at present,” it said.

and

Many returningfromsiats like

Dlstncls like Siddharth Nagar,

treme forms of neoliber:
have been imposed upon the world by
global elites. This period has been
called the ‘Great Acceleration’, which

is appropriate because it is the accel-
eration of consumption and produc-
tion, and the resulting rise in green-
house gas emissions, that lies behind
all these crises, from the climate break-
down to the pandemic.

‘Disputes to
be resolved
peacefully’

»Continued from page 1

aggressive_actions in
) theregion, India said all
disputes should be resolved
peacefully and in keeping
with international agree-
ments like UNCLOS which
China hasflouted despite be-
ing a signatory and an ad-
verserulingon itsactivities.

Asserting that Indian
actions were within its side
of the LAC, the government
said, “Any suggestion that
Indian troops have under-
taken activity across the
LAC in the western or the
Sikkim sector is not accu-
rate.” Indian troops were
“fully familiar” with the
alignment of the LAC and
abided by it scrupulously, it
added. India and China
have been in contact diplo-
matically, with the Indian
government communicat-
ing with Beijing. “The Indi-
an troops strictly follow the

S\lammmg China for its

solve any situations which
may arise due to difference
in perception of LAC,” the
government said.

Kolkata loses 5,000
trees to Amphan

Subhro
& saikat Ray| Tnn

Kolkata: As the true impact
of Amphan’sfury emergedon
Thursday morning and the
count of uprooted trees cros-
sed the 5,000 mark, environ-
mentalists, horticulturists
and nature lovers in the city
mourned the “stupendous
loss”. But they also felt the ci-
ty could emerge stronger
from thedestructioniif itused
the opportunity to move from
arbitrary plantation drives
that has been the practice for
overdecadestoonethatis “ra-
tional and scientific”.

“The sheer scale in which
the city has lost its greenery
in the cyclone is staggering.
With several trees decades
old, the loss is It

UPROOTED IN CALAMITY

a year, Amphan has caused
the depletion of 5.91akh kgof
oxygen in Kolkata. Each tree
additionally absorbs 22 kg of
carbon dioxide annually.
“The loss is immense and
we cannot afford to rue it for
long.Itis time to take stock of
the situation and develop a
tree policy where species for
plantation are scientifically
chosen according to the loca-
tion wher: nisto

will take years of concerted
effort to get the greenery
back. ButTam not sure ifthat
will compensatetheloss,” ru-
ed WWF state director Sas-
wati Sen.

The loss though is more
than just greenery. It will im-
pact the micro-climate in dif-
ferentlocalities as oxygen le-
vels will go down, pollution
will increases and so would
theheat. Withanaveragetree
producing 118kg of oxygen in

take place to prevent the kind
of devastation and disrup-
tion that happened after Wed-
nesday evening,” said envi-
ronmentalist Bonani Kakkar.
While rows of trees with
thick trunks along Kolkata’s
streets look majestic, she sug-
gests that such trees should
be planted in open grounds
with adequate space and
away from homes and roads
sothat there’snoloss of lifeor
property when they topple.

One mom
lost her
twin babies

»Continued from P1

mari over luggage
\_J to ease labour pain.
The newborn and the
mother got medical at-
tention after the train
reached Jhansi railway
station 110km away.

For the father; Manoj
Kumar, the journey is a
blur. “Whe
went

S‘ome helped propKu-

both. I blamed myself
for making this journey.
What other option did
we have? There was no
Jjob or income left,” said
the man from UP’s Rae-
bareli.

Unlike Kumari, Sub-
hadra, 23, aboard Ja-
landhar-Moradabad,
and 2l-year-old Mintu
Devi on a train to Jira-
nia-Khagaria could get
medical assistance ar-
ranged by Railway Pro-
tection Force while they

gavebirth in coaches.
For a 29-year-old
pregnant woman

aboard a train from
Jodhpur to Basti, the
journey home was a
as she went

PM Modi to undertake aerial
survey along with Didi today

»Continued from page 1

orth 24Parganas ac-
Nm)unted for 27 deaths,
with Basirhat subdivi
sion being the worsthit.
Roads went under water and
trees blocked roads, including
NH:35, restricting the move-
ment of relief workers head-
ingoutto theaffected zones,
More than 88,000 hectares
of paddy and one lakh hec-
tares each of vegetable and
sesame crops may have been
loststatewide, offi i

embankments and houses
and restore water supply to
the affected areas.

Mamata announced com-
pensation of Rs2lakheachto

mata sought i

into premature labour.
“She gave birth to
twins. One was still-
born and the other died
shortly after birth. She
was admitted to Basti

wjarat, 1
i beloni {0 the districts whlch
lack industrial - development
and are considered backward.

Ambedkar Nagar
and Moharajgang have soon
around onelakh people or more

er the past weeks.

“A team has been in touch
with officials of all districts,
councillors and gram prad-
hans to monitor the home-
quarantine situation. It has

been making calls to all 75 dis-
tricts. In districts where a
large number of people have
returned, wearealerting DMs
and ensuring that community
surveillance is extremely
strong,” said an official.
Additional chief secretary
(home) Awanish Awasthi on
Thursday said that he has ap-
pealed to people coming from
other states and the families of
these people to come forward if
they are showing any symp-
toms so that their treatment
can be started at the right time.
“CM has also said that due to
the large number of migrants
returning, testing capacity
should be increased to 10,000
samples daily. The health de-
partment is doing about 7,000
tests every day,” Awasthi said.

ASRTU BHAWAN, PLOT NO.4-A, PSP Block

Pkt.14, Sec.8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110 077
Ph.011-43294204 Extn.401/4141421
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BID
NIT NO. 1/2020 - 256" SC (S&C)
[EWSE(NOC1/ 20201 236 4 SC(3RG) N}

dorel & Canara Bank<A
[ sz 51
INSPECTION WING,
HEAD OFFIGE, BENGALURU

OF CONCURRENT/|

AlTender
(Commencement
Date

B Tender Forms _ [22/0612020 18 00 Hirs|
request 2

C|Tender Closing |23/ 1100 Hr
Date (CAT-1
e-submission)

D Tender Closing | 23/06/2020[1700 Hrs
Date (CAT2-
Manual

| submission)
Cost of Tender form including

3,540/~

Visit www.asrtu.org or

CONTINUOUS AUDIT
Bank proposes to entrust the
Concurrent/ Continuous Audit
work of select identified
Branches. Eligible Audit firms
may apply online from
22.05.2020 to 05.06.2020 by
visiting our Bank’s website

hitp://www.canarabank.com
Date: 21.0¢
P Brin, CHEE GENERALWAVAGER

for more details of Tender Notice

following positions:
Name of the Post
Assistant Director, Pedagogy

Assistant Director (e-learning)

Assistant Director (V&E)
State Team Manager (M&E)
Project Officers (V&)

10 Software Engineers

11 Legal Officer

12 Manager (HR)

R N

15 Thematic Expert (MIS)
16 Thematic Expert (Finance)
17 Thematic Expert (IEC &ICT)
18 Project Assistant
19 Content Manager

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

RURAL DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYATI RAJ

(An Organisation ofthe Ministry of Rural Developmen, Go.ofndia)
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad - 500030.

RECRUITMENT NO’

Applications are invited from qualified and experienced persons for the

1
2 Assistant Director, Evidence-based
Policy Analyst (Skills & Livelihoods)

Mission Managers (Training & Development)
Project Officer (e-learning Operations)
Project Officer (Training Operations)

13 Project Associate (HR & Admin)
14  Thematic Expert (Research & Policy)

Positions from S.No. 1 to 13, are based at NIRDPR, Hyderabad
Positions from . No. 1410 19, are based at New Delhi

For other details such as Job Description, Qualification, Experience,
Work Location, Application Submission etc., please visit our website:
wwwcareermrdprln www.nirdpr.org.in

ICATION

No.of Positions
1

A NaNocweNad S S

Thermal Scanning is mandatory in all workplace,

offices, factories and establishments as per MHA
Order No, 40-3/2020-DM-I(A) dated 15.04.2020

NON CONTACT INFRARED

FOREHEAD
_ THERMOMETER

CAL-REDi

» Body temperature range:
v ' 32.0°C ~ 43.0°C| 89.6°F ~ 109.4°F
| Z » Accuracy: £ 0.3°C
/ » LCD backlight display

» Hl or LO body temp indicator
% » High temperature alarm
ULl ORDER ONLINE Wwhatsapp/Call

» Auto power off after 15 secs
» ONE YEAR WARRANTY
Use code: STAYSAFE
L. Ceo Yo

19844
+91 9433046999

i, , mPored 8 Merketed by
SPACEAGE MULTIPRODUCTS PVT LIMITED
WOATTHCARL 16,

RITES LIMITED

(A Government of India Enterprise)

RITES

Notice Inviting e-’ Tender
RIEsL, Btarcea:
tebidon! mm»lsyslemtwme«amngm(s)
202020 ed: 22052020

LakhanpurArea,onine percentage at
NITNo,RTES/BSRMCLILAKHANPUROT. 2
ime of Work: " in formation, Construction of m,u inor b
ing wall, i -uppry /of PSC saapars,Turmouts Sleopers, Snwlv of Banm.
tings'8 Track Linking Works, Constriction o bulding nd Aled works for
propom siding for Dispatch of Washed Coa at Lakhanpur
ArsaofcLEstnatad o s 1020, 2355 £ Eamssanmy e 28 lakhs Poogol
ompletion: 15:00 Hrs (1ST)
aIIB 262020

nwcnnlm

ifany,

WIPRO LIMITED

Registered Office: Doddakannell,
Sarjapur Road, Bengaluru - 560 035.
Tel:+91-80-2844 0011, Fax:+91-80-2844 0054
CIN: L32102KA1945PLC020800

Email: corp-secretarial @wipro.com

Website: www.wipro.com

sistanco from the Centro's .

saster relief fund. “Itold him

(Shdh) that we need the mon-
cannot wait

thekinof the deceased.

The PMO later an-
nounced that Modi would vis-
it Bengal and Odisha on Fri-
day to take stock and discuss
relief and rehabilitation
measures with the CMs of
both states. The PM is sched-
uled to reach Kolkata at
10.45am and set out for an ae-

“No stone will be left un-
turned in helping the affect-
ed. Top officials are closely
monitoring the ituation and
working in close coordina-
tion with the Bengal govern-
ment,” PM Narendra Modi
tweeted even as the state gov-
ernment created a Rs 1,000-
crorefund torepair damaged

rialsurveyalong with Mama-
ta. They are scheduled to
hold ameeting at Basirhat in
North 24-Parganas before
Modi flies out to Bhubanes-
war in the afternoon.

While apprising Union
home minister Amit Shah of
the situation on the ground
during their second conver-
sation in as many days, Ma-

500 daye. 1 hops he will re-
spond. But I cannot be sure
till assistance  actually
comes,” shesaid.

The CM said restoring
communication and power —
‘many neighbourhoods of Kol-
kata and North and South 24-
Parganas were without elec-
tricity and internet till late on
Thursday — was the immedi-
ate priority. “We are waiting
for the skies to clear: Roads are
blocked by uprooted trees and
there isnoelectricity in many
areas” Mobile networks
played hide-and-seek through-
out the day, frustrating those
tryingtogetintouch with fam-
ily and friends in a city that
woreabombed-outlook.

as praciing Advt, No. : 0912
E;E{sﬁg’;ﬂl said FNo.: mRD/Aa,eemasmus/ksclzuwpam1; NOTICE
Last Date : 10/06/2020 Addl. Project Director SRS .
(For Equity Wipro Limited)

HWMIRDS

Be an active partner in Nation-Building

Government of India - Ministry of Railways
Research Designs and Standards Organisation

Help your Country Upgrade and Evofie into
a Techinological and Logistic Powerfiouse

For development and supply of railway
items, visit RDSO website and see:

> Expression of Interest

> List of items with less than 3 vendors.

to the Nation

[ Join the Critical Supply Chiain of the Lifeline

In order to send annual reports, notices and other
communications/benefits to shareholders in electronic form,
we request the Members of Wipro Limited ("Company"), who
have not yet registered their email address or bank account
detals, to register the same in respect of shares held in
electronic form with the Depository through their Depository
Participant(s) and in respect of shares held in physical form
by writing to the Company's Registrar and Share Transfer
Agent, KFin Technologies Private Limited, Selenium, Plot 31 &
32, Gachibowli Financial District, Nankramguda, Hyderabad
500 032.

Pursuant to the General Circular No. 20/2020 dated May 5,
2020 issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, the Company
has enabled a process for the limited purpose of receiving the
Company's annual report and notice of the Annual General
Meeting (including remote e-voting instructions) electronically and
the member may temporarily update their email address by
accessing the ink p

For WIPRO LIMITED
M Sanaulla Khan
Company Secretary

Date: May 21, 2020
Place: Bengaluru
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